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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Palm Sunday
Today’s worship begins with glad shouts of “Hosanna!” and moves to shouts of “Crucify him!” We journey with Jesus 
as he is welcomed in triumph upon entering Jerusalem and then is utterly rejected and crucified at Golgotha outside the 
gates of the city.

We enter Holy Week today with prayers, music, and ceremonies that would be recognized by ancient pilgrims to 
Jerusalem walking the way of the cross. This is not merely the story of Jerusalem two thousand years ago—it is our story, 
too. We have a part in this great act by which God redeems the whole of creation through Jesus Christ. Today we are part 
of the passion of Christ and through it we see the reality of God’s saving action in our lives.

Hosanna means “save us.” The jarring intersection of triumph and defeat encompassed in this worship shows us that 
when the power of self and the powers of this world fail utterly it is in this humble, frail Jesus of Nazareth that the power 
of God is revealed. We shout hosanna not knowing what it will bring. It brings the cross, at once a terrible death and a 
throne of mercy for us. We are the children whom God so loved that the only Son was sent to live and die as one of us. 
There is no moment of defeat, of alienation, of brokenness, or even of death itself that can keep God from us. We depart 
today in silence, with this hope of love claiming us.
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organ voluntaries
Valet will ich dir geben, BWV 735 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
Valet will ich dir geben, BWV 736 J. S. Bach

The Liturgy of the Palms 

introit
Pueri Habraeorum Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548–1611)

Pueri Hebraeoum vestimenta prosternebant in via, et clamabant dicentes: Hosanna Filio David: benedictus qui 
venit in nominee Domini, benedictus qui venit in nominee Domini.
The Hebrew children spread their garments in his way and cried out saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Matthew 26:8–9
The people stand.

the opening acclamation
Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord:
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

People Amen.

the gospel of the triumphal entry Mark 11:1–11

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there 
a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, 
‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside 
in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, 
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people raise their palm branches to be blessed.

the blessing of the branches
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 
those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, 
and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
People Hosanna in the highest.

The Procession of the Palms
Gospeller Let us go forth in peace;
People In the name of Christ. Amen.

The people stand, waving palm branches and singing, as the procession moves through the Cathedral.

hymn at the procession 
All glory, laud, and honor Valet will ich dir geben
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hymn at the procession
Ride on, ride on in majesty Winchester New

The Liturgy of the Word

the collect for the sunday of the passion
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great 
humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

People Amen.
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The people are seated for the lesson and psalm.

the first lesson Isaiah 50:4–9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning 
by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled 
out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the 
Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence follows the lesson.

psalm 31:9–16 Sung by the choir. Plainsong

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
 my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, a dismay to those of my acquaintance;
 when they see me in the street they avoid me.
I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;
 I am as useless as a broken pot.
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
 they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
 I have said, “You are my God.
My times are in your hand;
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Make your face to shine upon your servant,
 and in your loving-kindness save me.”

the second lesson Philippians 2:5–11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence follows the lesson.
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The people stand to sing the hymn.

hymn at the sequence
My song is love unknown Love Unknown
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The people are seated. 

the passion of our lord jesus christ according to mark Mark 15:1–47

The people are invited to join in at the bold parts marked “All.”

Chorus Pilate spoke to them again,
 “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?”
 They shouted back, 
All “Crucify him!”
Chorus What will ye then that I shall do?
All “Crucify him!”
Chorus What am I to do with the man you call king of the Jews?’
All “Crucify him!”
Chorus Pilate asked them,
 “Why? What harm has he done? What crime has he committed? What evil has he done?”
 But they shouted all the more,
All “Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him!”

All stand with the ministers as Jesus comes to the place of crucifixion.

The people remain standing and reflect quietly on the Passion Narrative.

the sermon The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. Dr. Wade
The people stand for the prayers.

the prayers of the people
Intercessor Followers of Jesus, we journey this week with Christ celebrating the mystery of his passion, death, and 

resurrection. Seeking the saving transformation of the church and world, we pray: Be present to us, O 
Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

Intercessor Sovereign Lord, who entered Jerusalem on a lowly donkey, make your way known among the nations, that 
all leaders would embrace humble service over empty power. Be present to us, O Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

Intercessor Son of Man,  who being deeply grieved asked your disciples  to abide with you in your dark night,  awaken 
your church that we might  embody your steadfast love for the world. Be present to us, O Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

Intercessor Prince of Peace, who in the face of betrayal remained constant in love, reveal your forgiveness and 
reconciliation that, from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, the promise of your peace may be fulfilled. Be 
present to us, O Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

Intercessor Suffering Servant, who was mocked, beaten, and hanged on a cross to die, open our eyes to the ways we 
continue to abuse and neglect our sisters and brothers who live in trouble, sorrow, fear, need, sickness, and 
oppression, that we might repent and serve one another in love. Be present to us, O Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

Intercessor Eternal One, you breathed your last that we might be united with you forever. Draw near to those who are 
dying and those who have died that they may be with you in paradise. Be present to us, O Christ,

People Our strength and our Redeemer. 

concluding collect
Celebrant Holy God, you have established your rule over the human heart not by force but by the servant example 

of Jesus Christ; receive our prayers as we seek to follow the way of the cross. Move us by your Spirit to 
proclaim Christ Jesus with our lips and praise him with our lives. Amen.

All Amen.
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the peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and then are seated.

The Holy Communion

the offertory sentence
The people remain seated and an offering is received to support the Cathedral’s work of sharing God’s love with the world.

anthem at the offertory
Crucifixus Antonio Lotti (c. 1667–1740)

Crucifixus etiam pro nobis sub Pontio Pilato, passus et sepultus est.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

All stand to sing and remain standing through the Eucharistic prayer.

hymn at the presentation
Let thy Blood in mercy poured Jesus, meine Zuversicht
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the great thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The celebrant offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ, and in response all sing: 

sanctus & benedictus
Holy, holy, holy Mass 18

The people stand as the celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s self-offering on the cross and prays over the bread 
and wine. 

memorial acclamation
Celebrant Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Celebrant Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this 

wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
All Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the 

world. 

Celebrant Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, 
and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

All Amen.

the lord’s prayer
Celebrant As we join our prayers with those of the Church Universal, so we say, each in our own language, the 

prayer that Jesus Christ has taught us,
All notre Pere…,  Padre nuestro…,  Vater unser…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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the breaking of the bread & the fraction anthem
Lamb of God Mass 18

invitation 
All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Eucharist. 

To receive communion, come to a communion station at the direction of the ushers. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. Eat the 
bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or, if you wish, you may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup 
is offered to you. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the minister.

If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the communion station and cross your arms 
over your chest. This will alert the priest of your desire to be blessed.

ministration of communion 
The people are seated.

motet at the communion
Civitas sancti tui William Byrd (1540–1623)

Civitas sancti tui facta est deserta.  Sion deserta facta est, Jerusalem desolata est.
Your sacred cities have become a desert; even Zion is a desert, Jerusalem a desolation.

Isaiah 64:10
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hymn at the communion
Draw nigh and take Song 46

the postcommunion prayer Said by all, standing

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our 
salvation: give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.

the solemn prayer
The celebrant prays the solemn prayer which according to ancient custom replaces the final blessing during Lent. The people respond 
Amen.
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hymn at the closing Sung by all.
O sacred head, sore wounded Herzlich tut mich verlangen

All depart quietly.



14

The palms throughout the Cathedral are given to the glory of God. The palms at the high altar are given in loving memory of 
August M. and Harriett MacDonald Stromberg; the palms at the altar in St. Mary’s Chapel are given in memory of Mary 
Agnes Todd; the palms at the altar in Children’s Chapel are given in memory of Carroll Stansbury; and the palms at the altar 
in War Memorial Chapel are given in memory of John Estes Daughtrey.

8 am
The Reverend Canon Jan Naylor Cope, presider
The Reverend Canon Ralph Godsall, gospeller
The Reverend Lyndon Shakespeare, assistant
The Reverend Dr. Francis H. Wade, preacher

Edie Ching and David Hoover, readers
Susan Galbraith, Susan Larson, and Charles Day, Passion chorus

Pamela West Morrison, intercessor
The Cathedral Choir of Men and Girls

11 am
The Reverend Canon Jan Naylor Cope, presider
The Reverend Canon Ralph Godsall, gospeller
The Reverend Lyndon Shakespeare, assistant
The Reverend Dr. Francis H. Wade, preacher

Duane Gelderloos and Carmen Delgado Votaw, readers
Susan Galbraith, Susan Larson, and Charles Day, Passion chorus

Lansing Lee, intercessor
The Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys

permissions
Cover image: Palm Branch. Linoleum block print by Elizabeth Halstead Steele. Reprinted by permission from Visuals for Worship, © 2006 Faith Alive Christian 
Resources. All glory, laud, and honor. Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody 
Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889). Public Domain. Ride on! Ride on in majesty. Words: Henry Hart Milman (1791–
1868). Public Domain. Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt. My song is love 
unknown. Words: Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), alt. Music: Love Unknown, John Ireland (1879-1962). Copyright © 1924, John Ireland. Permission requested: 
John Ireland Trust, 20 Third Acre Rise, Oxford OX2 9DA. Let thy Blood in mercy poured. Words: Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925). Public Domain. Music: 
Jesus, meine Zuversicht, melody Johann Cruger (1598-1662); harm. after The Chorale Book for England, 1863. Public Domain. Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy. Words: 
Traditional. Music: Plainsong: Mass 18; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933). © 1985 Church Publishing. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709283. Fraction 
Anthem: Lamb of God. Words: Traditional. Setting: Anaphora chant: Mass 18; adapt. Mason Martens (b. 1933). © 1984 Church Publishing. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-709283. Draw nigh and take. Words: Bangor Antiphoner, ca. 690; tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Public Domain. Music: Song 46, 
melody and bass Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Public Domain. O sacred head, sore wounded. Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-
1676); sts. 1-3, 5, tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); st. 4, tr. James Waddell Alexander (1804-1859), alt. Music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion 
Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); adapt. And harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). Public Domain. 



holy week and easter at washington national cathedral
Palm Sunday - April 1

8, 11 am Holy Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Palms
4 pm St. John Passion (tickets required; available online and at the door)

Monday in Holy Week - April 2
7:30 pm The Rise of Fallen Love (great choir)

The expulsion from the Garden of Eden provides the thematic basis for this service of readings and 
music, featuring selections from MacMillan, Vaughan Williams, and Parry.

Tuesday in Holy Week - April 3
noon Holy Eucharist with Renewal of Ministry Vows

Diocesan clergy gather for the annual reaffirmation of their commitment to ministry. All are welcome.
7:30 pm The Rise of Fallen Love (great choir)

This sequence of readings and music explores the story of the Tower of Babel and includes Thomas 
Tallis’s choral masterwork Lamentations of Jeremiah.

Wednesday in Holy Week - April 4
7:30 pm The Rise of Fallen Love (great choir)

Scarlatti’s Stabat Mater is the musical highlight of this service reflecting on the Anointing of Jesus by 
Mary of Bethany.

Maundy Thursday - April 5
7:30 pm Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing

The commemoration of the events in the upper room.
9 pm–11 pm Silent Vigil with Reserve Sacrament (St. Joseph’s Chapel)

Keep watch this night as Jesus asks his disciples to wait and watch with him. Those wishing to keep 
vigil with the sacrament must arrive prior to the end of the 7:30 pm footwashing service.

Good Friday - April 6
noon The Liturgy for Good Friday: The Three Hours Service

Meditation and prayer during the first, second, and third hours with Holy Communion administered 
from the reserved Sacrament during the third hour.

6:30 pm When it Was Evening: A Meditation for Good Friday (great choir)
In quiet darkness, the Good Friday evening service includes prayer, scripture, Taizé chant, and 
meditation. Reconciliation of the penitent and healing prayer are offered throughout the service.

Holy Saturday - April 7
7:30 am The Liturgy for Holy Saturday
8 pm The Great Vigil of Easter

Tonight we hear the ancient stories of God’s redeeming work, moving from darkness to light, from 
solemn chant to joyful song, as we celebrate the glorious Resurrection. Bring bells to ring at the 
moment marking the Resurrection.

The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day - April 8
8, 11 am Festival Holy Eucharist (passes required)

The disciples’ Easter proclamation, The Lord is risen indeed!, belongs to all in the celebration of Jesus’ 
victory over death and the grave. 

4 pm Easter Evensong
5:15 pm Easter Day Organ Recital
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